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Baumbach’s
recovery

By Matt  Mitterhoff ‘16

News editor

Introducing Gavin

By Michael A. Kowaleski ‘14

editor-in-chief

The Lafayette: When did you first 

come out?

Gavin Studner: I came out 15 months 
ago. I was in college, I was a fresh-
man, I first came out to my friends and 
I wasn’t really seeing anybody at the 
time. Then I came out to my team-
mates right after, about 13 months ago.

How did your teammates react 

when you told them?

They all took it well.  In the beginning, 
they still used “this is gay” or “that’s gay,” 
and they didn’t really mean it in a deroga-
tory manner. They don’t use it anymore, 
so I think it worked out really well.

There are closeted gay student-athletes at this school who 
have come to me and talked to me, but they want to remain 

closeted because of their teams, and I respect that.
-Gavin Studner ‘16

When did you know that you were gay?

I knew when I was 13 or 14. 

How involved athletically were you at 

that time?

I was fully involved. I played baseball, basketball, I 
football, and lacrosse in the backyard with my dad. 

Did the individual aspect of tennis play a 

factor in choosing a sport, knowing that 

you were gay? 

No, that didn’t play a factor. Now, would I have 
come out if I was playing basketball for Lafay-
ette? I think it would have been a little different, 
I’d need to be a lot closer with my teammates... 
taking team showers, being in the locker room 
together is definitely very different than being 
on the tennis team [when you don’t do that].

Do you think football or basketball play-

ers would have a tougher time acclimat-

ing to teammates being gay?

No, I think a lot of people on campus are pretty 
open about people being gay and they don’t 
really care. Personally, being a gay person, I 
would feel awkward in the situation, only be-
cause I would be wondering what they were 
thinking when we were taking a team shower 
or changing in the locker room or something.

“
”

Karmic effect

Joe Reed, a custodian at Lafayette, won 

the lottery in Decemeber, collecting 

$80,000.

By Julia Ben-Asher ‘14

Managing editor

Victim of hit-and-run 
completing rehab 

without complications
A Q&A with an openly gay Lafayette athlete
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In last week’s edition of The Lafayette, 
the cover story “Coming Out: Michael Sam, 
Jesse Klug and the prospect of a gay athlete 
at Lafayette” examined Lafayette’s athletic 
community regarding a potentially openly 
gay athlete. 

Three days after the article was published, 
Gavin Studner ‘16, an openly gay varsity ten-
nis player, asked  to tell his story. 

Aubrey Baumbach ‘17, 
the Lafayette student who 
was injured after getting hit 
by a car back in November 
coming back from crew 
practice, has been complet-
ing her rehabilitation with-
out complications, accord-
ing to a Facebook post by 
her parents.

In the post, which was 
published in a group called 
“Aubrey’s Oddyssey,” a 
Facebook page dedicated 
to providing updates and 
showing support for Ba-
umbach’s recovery, Baum-
bach’s parents said that she 
is currently in her rehabili-
tation phase, and is getting 
better with every session.

“[Aubrey] is showing 
positive signs toward re-
covery and we are extreme-
ly happy to have her stable 
enough to benefit from 
the outstanding resources 
available at this state-of-
the-art facility,” the post 
said . “She has been able to 
participate in occupational, 
physical, and speech thera-
pies everyday, without in-
terruption, with expert 
therapist[s] guiding her 
way. Although we know 
that she will continue to 
encounter obstacles along 
the way, planned and un-
foreseen, we are relieved to 
know that she has reached 
this point in the recovery 
process.”

Before that, Baumbach’s 
recovery was impeded by a 
series of difficulties while in 
the hospital, but since en-
tering her rehab, the prob-
lems have subsided.

“Until two weeks ago, 
Aubrey’s days have been 
plagued with crisis situa-
tions requiring intensive 
medical interventions,” the 
post said. “This has required 
our undivided attention 
and we have been by her 
side at all times. Although 
we still remain with her at 
all times, her condition in 
the past few weeks have 
us feeling more confident 
in her stability and steady 
progress and we are start-
ing to ‘come up for air’.” 

The Baumbachs thanked 
those who have shown 
their vocal support, on the 
page for Aubrey’s recovery 
for their words, and asked 
them to keep doing more.

“Wishing you through 

Meet Joe Reed: a custodian 
at Lafayette for the past de-
cade, a life-long resident of the 
Lehigh Valley, and a strong be-
liever in karma.

Over Thanksgiving break, 
Reed was at the bank and 
noticed the masses of Wells-
Fargo brand toy ponies sitting 
uselessly around on the coun-
ters. 

“Hey John, do you have an 
extra pony?” he asked over the 

counter. The banker handed 
him a pony. Joe packed the 
toy in a box and mailed it to 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital 
in Philadelphia. He attached 
a note: “It’s named Shamrock. 
Please give this to a kid on 
Christmas morning.” 

Two days later, Reed won 
the lottery, collecting $80,000 
from a scratch-off. 

Reed has been a regular lot-
tery ticket buyer for almost as 
long as he can remember. On 
this particular day, December 
2, he bought five tickets and 

got two extra for free. 
“Can you print out the win-

ning numbers?” he jokingly 
asked the cashier at Weis Mar-
ket. As he was walking out to 
his car, he scratched off the 
first ticket, the second ticket, 
the third ticket, and then the 
fourth ticket, the one for the 
Pennsylvania Treasure Hunt. 
Jackpot.

“I did it!” Reed yelled. He 
recalled going back into the 
store “with [his] hands in the 
air,” people congratulating him 

Custodian at Lafayette wins lottery

See Gavin Page 11

See Custodian Page 3
See Page 4



The Lafayette men’s lacrosse 
team’s season opener against 
Stony Brook did not flip last 
season’s disappointing script; 
rather, it resembled past strug-
gles. 

The Leopards (0-1) were de-
feated convincingly 18-10 and 
were outscored 10-2 in the 
middle two quarters. Long runs 
by Stony Brook forced Lafay-
ette into out-of-sync play. Head 
coach Jim Rogalski acknowl-

edged that the offense and de-
fense were unable to develop 
chemistry and thus, when one 
played well, the other struggled. 

“Early on in the second quar-
ter we couldn’t make any stops,” 
Rogalski said.  “And then we 
started getting those stops but 
turned it over on offense.  We 
need to focus more on playing 
the team game.”

The loss highlighted a glaring 
flaw: face-offs.  Lafayette won 
just eight of its 31 attempts. Ro-
galski credited these numbers as 
an area that must be addressed 

forward if Lafayette is to win.  
And to no surprise, the long 

runs were set up by early turn-
overs.  Rogalski noted in the 
preseason that turnovers were 
a major issue last season. The 
Leopards turned it over 14 
times, four more than the limit 
of ten set for each game. 

“It’s going to be a constant 
theme throughout the season,” 
Rogalski said.  “We’ve improved 
from last season but I’m not ac-
cepting where we are, and nei-
ther are the guys.”

Amidst the disappointing 

start to the season was the out-
standing play of junior attack 
man Brian Bock.  Bock netted a 
hat trick and firmly established 
his role as the centerpiece of a 
potentially explosive offense. 

“What we are trying to do of-
fensively is get him in situations 
where he can get his hands free,” 
Rogalski said. “He got some 
short stick matchups and took 
advantage of that.  Our goal is to 
get the ball in his hands as much 
as possible.”

Lafayette now sets its sights 
on its first Patriot League game 

tomorrow against Colgate.  Se-
nior defensemen Matt Evans ‘14 
will draw the tough challenge of 
guarding Colgate’s standout at-
tackman, Ryan Walsh ‘15.  

“He’s one of their main guys, 
we’re going to have to contain 
him,” Rogalski said.  “If we can 
control him we’re going to have 
a good chance of getting the ball 
back for our offense.”

Colgate (2-0) received 21 
votes to be ranked in the Top 20 
of the NCAA Coaches Poll this 
week. Start time is set for noon 
tomorrow. 
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By Brett Lederer ‘15
Staff Writer

Past problems present themselves in season opener

How would you describe the 

gay culture here? If you want 

to date, what do you do?

 

I’m not a big part of the gay com-
munity on campus, only because 
being a student-athlete we don’t 
have enough time to be in clubs 
or anything like that. My first boy-
friend, we met through a friend, I 
knew he was gay. People usually 
don’t know that I’m gay because 
people think of the stereotypical 
gay person.

So you usually meet people 

through friends?

Yeah. It’s hard to meet someone 
just through contact because it’s 
hard to tell that someone’s gay. 
There are closeted gay student-ath-
letes at this school who have come 
to me and talked to me, but they 
want to remain closeted because of 
their teams, and I respect that. Do I 
wish that they would come out and 
support the gay community? Yeah, 
I do, because I feel more student 
athletes should show that, hey, I’m 
not afraid to be who I am. But if 
that’s that who they want to be, I 
can’t do anything about that.

How many athletes have come 

out to you?

At least two. 

Do you know of any other open 

gay athletes on campus?

I don’t know of any other openly 
gay athletes, no. 

How many gay athletes do you 

estimate there are?

I have no idea. There’s just no ste-
reotype anymore. That’s what’s in-
credible. There are teammates out 
there who use the word “fag” or 
“gay” derogatorily and they don’t 
know that maybe the guy next to 
them, their best friend, is a clos-
eted gay person. So they’re actu-
ally hurting that person, and that’s 
what leads to people committing 
suicide who’re gay, because they’re 
thinking that if my best friend is 
saying this, I wonder how every-
one else feels. And what would 
happen if I did come out, would he 
still be my best friend? 

Is that a concern of the closet-

ed athletes you spoke of? That 

they won’t be accepted by their 

teammates?

That is their biggest concern. They 
really talk to me more so about 
“what does it feel like to come out?”

How would you describe that 

then?

It’s a huge weight off my shoulders. 
Not having to worry about hiding 
something. I could finally date. It 
took me until I was 20 years old to 
go on a freaking date. 

That’s why I really want to get into 
the athletic offices and talk to the 
athletic director, Bruce McCutch-
eon, and be like, “You want your 
student-athletes to be comfortable 
here at Lafayette, and you want 
them to excel in the classroom, on 
the court...you need to make them 
feel comfortable.” I don’t really 
think that there’s a really big op-
portunity for gay student-athletes 
to be themselves. 

What is the significance of Mi-

chael Sam coming out?

It’s huge. It’s absolutely huge. I’m 
hopeful that this is going to be the 
start of gay athletes feeling more 
comfortable in their setting and 
saying, you know, if he can do it, 
I can do it.

What do you hope to see in re-

gards to gay athletes going for-

ward?

My goal is to have gay student-ath-
letes be comfortable in this com-
munity, and being comfortable 
with who they are. I’d like to see 
the momentum keep going.

Do the other students feel com-

fortable enough to come out?

I don’t think there’s enough mo-
mentum right now to sway them 
to come out. I don’t think there’s 
enough student-athletes right now 
to give them that push and make 
them feel comfortable. 

Have you had anything nega-

tive directed towards you?

No, nothing. Otherwise, I’d get in 
their face. If I’m playing a match 
and somebody knows I’m gay and 
they’re trying to get in my head and 
they say something at me, I will 
not be afraid to drop my racket and 
come to the net and say, “would 
you like to say that to my face?” 

Is that your personality, or do 

you feel like you have to do 

that in order to subvert the ste-

reotypes?

That’s a good question. And the 
answer is I pretty much do it be-
cause I want to, because I’m happy 
with who I am, and if you have a 
problem with it, I will get in your 
face, just because that’s me. Even 
football players, I’m not scared of 
them.

That makes one of us. Thanks 

for your time.

Thank you, I’m glad to do this.

Editor’s note: This Q&A was edited for 

length.
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Gavin Studner ‘16 (left) and editor-in-chief Michael A. Kowaleski ‘14 (right) sat down in an interview 
this week.

From left to right: midfielder 
and co-captain Jake Mann ‘14, 
head coach Jim Rogalski , de-
fenseman and co-captain Matt 
Evans ‘14 and , midfielder and 
co-captain Brendan Gover ‘14. 


